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Wel come to Enviro-Bytes, a weekly news wap-up fromthe U S.
Envi ronmental Protection Agency’s Region 3 md-Atlantic office
in Philadel phia. If you are reading Enviro-Bytes as a hard
copy or on the Internet and would like to receive it regularly
by e-mail, do the follow ng:

1) send a nessage to:
i stserver @ni xmail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anyt hi ng

3) type in the body of the nessage:
subscri be usepar3news (your nane)
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BALD EAGLES SOARI NG TOMRD RECOVERY

Bal d eagl e nests rose by about 50 and fl edgling eagles by 100
from 1999 to 2000 in the Cheseapeake Bay watershed states of
Maryl and, Pennsylvania and Virginia. In 2000 there were 532
active nests and 812 young eagl es. These represent increases
from 486 and 706, respectively. Additionally, there were 559
nesting pairs in 2000. Significant increases in VA account
for a large portion of this year’s gains — 37 new active
nests and 82 nore fledglings -- one of the largest junps in
recent years. This recovery has been attributed to the ban on
DDT in 1972 and subsequent habitat inprovenents. The
threshold for delisting the Chesapeake basin populations to a
non-t hreatened status has been partially met: 1.1 eaglets per
active nest sustained over five years and 300-400 nesting
pairs. However, another criteria for delisting, requiring

per manent protection of habitat for 300-400 nesting pairs, has
not been met.

MARYLAND STEEL PROCESSOR CUTS LEAD WASTE



At the urging of state and federal environnmental officials, a
Maryl and manuf acturer of carbon steel straps reduced its |ead
waste by 27,000 pounds per year. The conpany stopped using
nmolten |l ead to prepare the straps for painting and starting
usi ng iron phosphate instead. The conpany al so renoved

100, 000 pounds of nmolten lead fromits site and is saving
$100, 000 i n annual energy costs. Federal and state
environmental officials do waste mnim zation site visits to
industrial facilities to recomend | ess-polluting, cost-saving
t echnol ogi es.

JO NT EFFORT TO | D SOURCE OF PCBs | N DELAWARE ESTUARY

Cooperative efforts are underway to work with Phil adel phi a,
Camden and W I m ngton to track down and reduce/elim nate PCB
sources to their sewer systems. It is suspected that nunici pal
sewer systens are one of the sources of PCBs. Fish consunption
advi sories are now in effect in the Delaware Estuary due to

t he concentration of PCBs. EPA Regions Il and |11, the

Del aware River Basin Comm ssion(DRBC), the states, and ot her
key stakehol ders are working together to inplenment the PCB
tracking strategy. Monitoring of municipal sewer systens coul d
begin by summer.

CHESAPEAKE REG ON LAND PRESERVATI ON

An estimated 6.7 mllion acres have been permanently preserved
in Maryl and, Pennsylvania, Virginia and the District of

Col unmbi a portions of the Chesapeake Bay watershed. An
estimated 1.1 mllion nore acres need to be preserved by 2010
in order to reach the Bay program s preservation goal. A
report released this week by the Trust for Public Lands and

t he Bay Comm ssion highlights the efforts and funds spent to
date to preserve land in each jurisdiction and projects future
i nvest nents needed to neet the goal by 2010.

| NCREASE | N RESI DENTI AL SAMPLI NG AT SPRI NG VALLEY

On February 14, EPA' s Acting Regional Adm nistrator, Thomas C.
Vol taggi o provided testinmony at a District of Colunmbia public
oversi ght roundtable nmeeting on Spring Valley chaired by D.C
counci | nmenbers. The Corps of Engineers and the D.C. Health
Departnent al so provided testinony. Both EPA and the Arny
commtted to a joint effort to expand the residential sanpling
programin the area and to i nprove comruni cation with | ocal
residents. The D.C. Health Departnment will appoint a science
advi sory panel on Spring Valley to review data and assess
residential exposure to contam nants. The next public neeting
is tentatively scheduled for March 6. Spring Valley



enconpasses a | arge area on and around Anerican University
where the Arny once buried unexpl oded ordnance. The soil has
el evated arsenic levels. A day care center on university
property had to be relocated on January 17. There are about
1,200 private hones located in the area, as well.

FI RST ROUND SAMPLI NG DONE AT GAS SPI LL I N HAZLETON, PA

EPA has conpleted all first-round sanpling of the homes in the
affected area of the Tranguch Gasoline Spill site in Hazleton,
Pa. Due to an historic gasoline spill that entered the
groundwat er at the site, several hones in the area have
benzene vapors coning through their sewer lines. O the homes
sanpl ed, 50 had detectable | evels of benzene. Vent traps to
prevent the benzene fromentering the hones have been
installed on nearly 200 honmes so far. In a few cases, benzene
vapors are entering homes through foundation cracks or dry
sunps. For these cases, EPA is installing in_honme air
purifying systens and active ventilation systenms. The first
active ventilation systemwas installed this week.

EPA HOSTS SMALL BI Z WORKSHOP ON TECH GRANTS

The EPA' s Busi ness Assistance Center will host a free workshop
on March 27 on the Small Business Innovation Research Program
Through the program EPA nakes nonetary awards to small, high-
tech firms to devel op and commrercialize cutting-edge

envi ronnent al technol ogi es. The program spawns comrer ci al
ventures that inprove our environnent and quality of life,
create jobs, increase productivity and econom c growth, and

i mprove the international conpetitiveness of the United States
technol ogy industry. The workshop will enphasize practical,
useful information on critical elenments of the program
including witing wi nning proposals, commercialization and
sources of assistance.



EPA UNVEI LS NEW LI VESTOCK REGS | N DELAWARE

EPA presented to Del aware's Nutrient Managenent Conm ssion
proposed regul ati ons that address the inpacts of nanure,

wast ewater, and | and application generated by concentrated
ani mal feeding operations on water quality. These new
regul ati ons released in the federal register on January 12
(avail able for public coment until May 14) will result in new
wat er di scharge permts for dairy, poultry, beef, and sw ne

f eedi ng operations based upon new technol ogi es. Many changes
have occurred in the livestock industry over the past 25
years, the last time the regul ations were promnul gat ed.

Envi ronment al concerns addressed by the regul ations include
bot h ecol ogi cal and human health effects. The Del aware

Comm ssi on appoi nted by the Governor has the responsibility to
i npl ement the Del aware Nutrient Managenent Act which wil
require nost poultry and other ani mal operations to have a
nutrient managenent plan that will be an integral part of the
permt, addressing pollution control practices both at the
feedi ng areas and the parcels of |land that receive waste for
agricultural needs. Delaware's |law requires that by July 1,
2003 the conm ssion will start review ng nutrient managenent
pl ans.

PHI LADELPHI A ASTHVA COALI TI ON GETS GRANT

To help conbat the rising tide of asthma anong children, the
Princeton, New Jersey-based Robert Wod Johnson Foundati on has
awarded grants to eight communities to devel op nodel s that

i nprove access to and the quality of clinical care, reduce
asthma synmptons and foster patient and conmmunity educati on.
One of the recipients of a grant was Phil adel phia Allies

Agai nst Asthma, which is adm nistered by the University of

M chi gan’s School of Public Health. The Robert Wod Johnson
Foundation is the nation’ s | argest phil anthropy devoted
exclusively to health and health care. Each conmunity was

awar ded one-year planning grants of approxi mtely $150, 000 and
will be eligible for three-year inplenentation grants of up to
$1.35 mllion.

SMALL WATERSHED GRANTS REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL | SSUED

The National Fish & Wldlife Foundation |ast week issued a
Request for Proposals for the Chesapeake Bay Small| Watershed
Grants Program This grant program adm nistered by NFWF

t hrough a cooperative agreenment with the Chesapeake Bay
Program Office, provides grants of up to $50,000 to

organi zations working on a local level to protect and inprove



wat er sheds in the Chesapeake Bay basin, while building
citizen-based resource stewardship. The purpose of the grants
programis to address the water quality and |iving resource
needs of the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem The program has been
desi gned to encourage the devel opnment and shari ng of

i nnovati ve i deas anong the many organi zati ons wi shing to be

i nvol ved in watershed protection activities. Proposals are due
April 6, 2001. Prospective applicants should contact the
National Fish & Wldlife Foundation at(202)857-0166.

PESTI Cl DE GRANTS GO TO DELAWARE AND PA AG DEPT

The EPA awarded two Pesticide Performance Partnership Gants
on January 26, one to the state of Delaware for $155, 684 and
anot her to the Pennsyl vania Departnment of Agriculture for
$545,483. These grants will fund continued critical pesticide
work in the areas of enforcenent, groundwater, inspections,
endangered species, and certification and training, and

agr onmedi ci ne.

SESSI ONS ON PCBS | N DELAWARE ESTUARY

On February 21, the first of three public information sessions
on "PCBs in the Del aware Estuary"” was held in WI m ngton, De.
The informati on sessions provide the stakeholders in the
wat er shed an understanding of the PCB problens of the estuary.
The human health risks and inpacts on fish and wildlife caused
by PCBs were presented along with the actions being taken to
address the problem as part of the Del aware Estuary PCB
Strategy. The session was sponsored by the Del aware River
Basi n Conmm ssion, The Del aware Estuary Program EPA Regi on 3,
the states of Del aware, Pennsylvania and New Jersey , the
Partnership for the Del aware Estuary, and the nunerous ot her
partners. The upcom ng public informtion sessions wll be
held March 14, at the Academy of Natural Sciences in

Phi | adel phia and March 26 at the Burlington County Human
Services Building in Muunt Holly, N.J.

LEG SLATORS CALL FOR WATER AND SEWER FUNDI NG

On February 13, a bipartisan coalition of nore than 80

| egi slators called for conprehensive |egislation that woul d
punp $57 billion in federal funding into the nation's aging
drinking water, sewer and stormwater infrastructure. The

| egi sl ators were joined by drinking water and wast ewat er
service providers, state environnent and health

adm ni strators, engineers and environnentalists to rel ease a
Water Infrastructure Network report.



PA SENATE VOTES TO REVI EW HALT OF TAI LPI PE TESTS

On February 13, the Pennsylvania Senate voted unani nously to
revi ew whet her enhanced i nspecti on and nmai nt enance (I1&W of
aut onmobi | es shoul d be discontinued as a neans of reducing
ozone snog-formng em ssions in the Philadel phia and
Pittsburgh areas. The vote cones on the heals of a decision
by PADEP and PennDOT to expl ore on-board di agnostics as an
alternative to enhanced & in eight counties in central
Pennsyl vani a.

SEM NAR ON GREEN HOTELS AND RESTAURANTS

“Learn How to Benefit from Recycling and O her Environnental
Initiatives” was the topic February 8, in Washington, D.C. at
a sem nar sponsored by the Metropolitan Washi ngton Council of
Governnments and Hotel Association of Washington, D.C. with a
M d-Atlantic Solid Waste Managenent Assi stance Grant from EPA
Region Il11. Six speakers presented views fromall aspects of
the hotel and restaurant business, including building and
certifying green hotels, reducing wastes from hotels and
restaurants, and |ocating green products. All participants
al so received a recycling guide book filled with informtion
on how to devel op an environnmental policy and numerous case
st udi es.
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